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May 31,1999
Ms. Magalie Roman Salas o
Office of the Secretary RECEIVED
TW-A306 ‘
Federal Communications Commission JuL30 1999 4

445 12" Street SW. Room 2¢223

Washington, D.C. 20554 FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Federal Communications Commissioners,

On behalf of the people of Eagle County, Coloredo, I encourage you to adopt your Low Power
FM (LPFM) proposal to create licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100
watts and 1-10 watts.

.

Our rural. community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under current FCC
rules and regulations. A recent broadcast engineering study funded by a grassroots group of
locals here found no available frequencies on the noncommercial portion of the FM _
spectrum, where a Denver-based statewide National Public Radio affiliate and a Christian 3
network broadcaster based hundreds of miles away now dominate the airwaves. Experts
estimate that obtaining a frequency in the commercial portion of the FM spectrum (by -
competing at auction against well-funded commercial broadcasters) could cost $100,000 or 1
more, a daunting price that is well beyond the means of our not-for-profit community group.

We've closely watched and cheered the triumph of our state's newest community radio
station, KAFM, which recently began broadcasting in Grand Junction, 170 miles to the west.
Yet the seven years of sweat equity and more than $150,000 invested to win a license and
bring the diminutive 16-watt station to the airwaves illustrates the high hurdles small
communities like ours must overcome in order to develop even the most basic community
radio service. Such barriers to entry into the radio marketplace unfairly favor commerciai
and noncommercial behemoths at the expense of smaller, local owners and consequently
undermine the quality of radio broadcasts in cur community.

That quality continues to decline in the wake of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Since
the act's passage, five of the six commercial stations broadcasting in our county have come
under the control of a single company, removing already scant local programming and
replacing it with preprogrammed play lists, dj's and national talk show hosts piped in via
satellite. Not only have community voices and ideas been eliminated here, they've been
replaced with haughty diatribe (Rush Limbaugh, Dr. Laura and Don Imus, just to name a few)
that more often than not fails to reflect the interests of our community.

We fully understand the concerns of current broadcasters to protect the integrity of the
signals they've paid so much to monopolize. Yet we believe that advances in broadcast
technology, including the proliferation of digital tuners in our homes and cars, can allow
additional low power stations to coexist with larger broadcasters. We therefore suggest
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you allow new low-power stations to occupy the third- and even the second-adjacent
channels beside existing signals.

As for the scope of the current FCC proposal, to ensure local programming, we suggest you
require licenses be granted only to individuals who live in their proposed service area, and
that each station owner be limited to a single broadcast license. Furthermore, we suggest
that you allow unlicensed broadcasters who voluntarily stopped their broadcasts before low
power licenses were available be allowed to apply for and obtain the new low power licenses.

QOur only other quibble is with your recommendation to give priority to 1,000-watt stations
over those using less broadcast power. While we would welcome the opportunity to apply and
obtain a 1,000-watt low-power broadcast license, we aiso recognize that small community
broadcasters in more populated areas around the nation would likely be squeezed out of the
market (or would never be able to enter it) if 1,000-watt stations were given "primary
service" broadcast rights. Thus we strongly suggest that your final proposal either eliminate
this licensing preference, or remove the 1,000-watt category altogether. Furthermore, we
suggest you give serious consideration to the creation of a 1-10-watt license category, which
will likely go farther to promote the cause of diversity in broadcasting than any higher-
wattage licenses you may grant.

In support of the creation of low power licenses, I happily submit a petition with the names
and addresses of 200 Eagle County, Colorado, residents who believe our community would be
greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power community-owned and operated FM
station. By approving the proposed low power FM licenses, you would help give our comimunity
the local voice it needs and deserves.

Thank you,

Alex Markels

P.0. Box 985
Minturn, CO 81645
970-827-9503
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“T'o the Federal Communications Commissioners:

. We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under 4
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from t
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our £
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power :
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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:l‘o the Federal Communications Commissioners:

" ~We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our commuanity have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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A To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

- _We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create

licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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“To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

. We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

- We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create

licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

.We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power:
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

_We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM] proposals to create
licenses for radie stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power

FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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- JWe strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create

To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves,
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"To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

. We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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rTo the Federal Communications Commissioners:

" .We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM} proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the P
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from P
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and 3
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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"To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

. We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.

Name Address Phone
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' "To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

. We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for madio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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_To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

* .We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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To the Federal Communications Commissioners;

We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.

Name Address Phone
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.To the Federal Communications Commissioners:

“We strongly support adoption of the FCC's Low Power FM (LPFM) proposals to create
licenses for radio stations broadcasting at 1000 watts, 100 watts and 10 watts. Our
rural community currently has no local public radio station due, in part, to the
prohibitive costs associated with licensing and equipping such a station under
current FCC rules and regulations. Furthermore, in the wake of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, commercial and noncommercial stations from
outside our community have monopolized the available FM frequencies and
prevented us from gaining access to the local airwaves. This is a disservice to our
community, which would be greatly enhanced by the establishment of a low-power
community-owned and operated FM station. By approving the proposed Low Power
FM licenses, you would help give our community the local voice it needs and
deserves.
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